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Abstract 

The research project IMPACT aims to investigate why and how citizen participation impacts 

political decision-making. It is focused on the field of development cooperation in two different 

political contexts: small states and inter-regionalism. Both contexts are under-researched. The 

overall objective of the project is to identify conditions and causal variables under which 

participation has an impact in political decision-making in order to define and to implement 

policy in the field of development cooperation. Three measurable objectives are envisaged: (1) 

provide middle-range policy-relevant generalizations, (2) draw lessons and best practices, and 

(3) provide policy recommendations to the specific mechanisms which are studied by the 

project. The project's main empirical research question asks: How and why does impact of 

participation in political decision-making occur? To fulfil its objectives, the project foresees to 

carry out empirical qualitative research using a multiple-case study methodology. The case 

studies have been purposefully selected to facilitate a vertical comparison between the two 

above mentioned political contexts in the field of development cooperation. Also, because they 

are deemed best to obtain information as regards the project's empirical research question 

and its preliminary theoretical propositions. Two case studies come from Luxembourg and one 

from the European Union's external relations. These case studies are the Assises de la 

Cooperation luxembourgeoise, the Working Group set up between the Luxembourg Ministry 

of Foreign and European Affairs and local non-governmental organisations, and the European 

Union-Mexico Forum of Dialogue between the Civil Society and Institutions of the Mexican 

Government and the EU. IMPACT intends to contribute to bridge the gap between theory and 

practice of participation in political decision-making by means of providing better understanding 

of how to achieve impact, in particular, in the field of development cooperation. 


